WEEK 9  Philippians 3: 1-9   Righteous in Christ  (1)

AIM 

• To explain that we relate to God not by religion or "right living", but by the righteousness that Christ gives us as a free gift. 

INTRODUCTION 

Everyone at work was very impressed with John Henderson. He was always in the office early. He worked right through his lunch hour and stayed late. He never stopped working throughout the day - always on the phone, or madly typing into his computer. It was a shock then that he was eventually fired. It seems that he had been doing none of the work that the company had allocated to him. He had simply been running his own business from his desk in the office. 

OPENING 

Read the Bible passage

• How can anyone be good enough for God? Or, as the Bible puts it, how can we be "righteous"? 

• For some people, the answer to that question lies in "doing good things", whether it be giving to charity, going to church, treating others in the way they like to be treated themselves, and so on. 

• To the people Paul describes in verse 2, the answer lies in the practise of circumcision. They believed that God would only accept them if they had this physical mark of allegiance to him. 

OUR RELIGION CANNOT MAKE US RIGHTEOUS 

• Paul knew that these men would undermine the joy he talks about in verse 1 , so he warns the Philippians about them again as "a safeguard". In the original Greek, the phrase "watch out for" (v2) is repeated three times for emphasis. 

• In verses 2 and 3, Paul deliberately turns the accusations of these men ("dogs ... men who do evil. .. mutilators of the flesh") back on his accusers: 

The term "dogs" is particularly potent. Considered by the Jews to be unclean animals, the term was sometimes applied to Gentiles and lapsed Jews. In other words, "dogs" are those outside the covenant relationship with God. But, says Paul in verse 2, it is those who insist on circumcision who are the real "dogs". 

"Men who do evil" is literally "evil workers". These men were proud of their good "works". You may be performing works, says Paul with biting irony, but they're evil. 

"Mutilators" refers to circumcision, but rather than using the proper Greek word "peritome", Paul uses the Greek word "katatome", which means "cutting". This is a mutilation of the body which is specifically condemned as a pagan practice in the Old Testament (see Leviticus 21:5 and 1 Kings 18:28). Paul only uses the word "peritome" in verse 3, when he speaks about Christians. 

• Paul's words are scathing and clear: these teachers are outside the covenant, are evil and are no better than pagans in their religious practice. 

APPLICATION

We can be tempted to put our trust in things which will do us no good. It may be our church attendance, the fact that our family has been Christian for generations, or our national heritage. God is interested in none of these things. In fact, quite the reverse. Some of those who are most distant from God are the ones who are most "religious". 

ILLUSTRATION: Being born in a garage does not make you a car; it was the religious people who opposed and finally killed Jesus; even the devil believes the truth about God - but he remains his enemy. 

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

What is Paul warning Christians bout in verse 2? Why do you think he is so harsh?

One of ‘the dogs’ might argue, “circumcision is commanded by God in the Bible, so you ought to be circumcised. It is a matter of obedience. You might well be right with God without being circumcised, but you are being disobedient. Get circumcised and be sure of your salvation.” How would you respond?

Have you heard similar arguments which replace circumcision with some other activity? What are they and why are they not right?

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

WEEK 10  Philippians 3: 1-9   Righteous in Christ  (2)

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

OPENING 

Read the Bible passage

·  Righteousness is the standard of goodness required to be right with God. This standard is perfection and sinlessness. Only Jesus has ever achieved this standard.

OUR “GOODNESS” CANNOT MAKE US RIGHTEOUS

• Paul argues his case by setting out his own "reasons to put confidence in the flesh" (v4). His pedigree is impeccable. If anyone had grounds for getting right with God on the basis of his religion it was Paul. 

• But he adds another element. " ... as for legalistic righteousness, faultless." In other words, if anyone could be justified by doing "good things", Paul was the man. 

• Paul says all these religious credentials are "rubbish" (literally, "filthy muck") compared with knowing Jesus and the righteousness that comes through faith in him (vv7-9). 

APPLICATION

Are we putting our trust in our own goodness? We may be generous, kind and willing to help others, but these things cannot make us righteous. Do you think God would have sent his only Son to die if we could get right with him by doing good things? 

ONLY JESUS CAN MAKE US RIGHTEOUS 

• So, how will we live? There are really only two choices: 

We can go the way of people who "put confidence in the flesh" (v4). We can do what Paul used to do: we can try to summon up a righteousness of our own by being extremely religious, by doing as many good things as we possibly can in the hope that - at the end of the day - God will be impressed by what we've done. 

Or, like Paul, we can refuse to place any confidence in the things we've done. We can realize that we'll never be "righteous" by our own effort. We can gladly accept the righteousness that God freely offers us in Christ, trusting in him to make us righteous. 

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

Paul lists his impressive religious credentials in verses 5 & 6. What similar things do people today think will make them right with God?

How had Paul’s attitude changed and why? (vv 7-8)

Verse 9 explains what “knowing’ or “gaining” Christ means. How would you paraphrase verse 9 to explain it to one of your non-Christian friends?

What does reliance on ourselves show about our view of Jesus Christ?

CONCLUSION

Where are you placing your trust now? If God were to say to you: 

"Why should I let you into heaven" what would you say? 

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

WEEK 11   Philippians 3:10 - 4:1   Knowing Christ

AIM

• To explain how we can know Christ. 

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

It's June 1944, and the American, British, Canadian and French allies have landed on the beaches of Normandy. In the East, Hitler's armies are fighting a losing battle against the Russians, the Luftwaffe has been destroyed, the German army is crumbling - everyone knows that the victory is won, and that it will not be long before the war is over. So do they sit around and do nothing? Not at all. There are still hard months of military campaigning to go. 

OPENING 

Read the Bible passage

• Last week, we saw that Paul has no confidence in his own religious "goodness". Instead, he wants "the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith" in Jesus Christ. That is the only way that any of us can be accepted by God: because of his goodness, not ours. 

• But once we've put our trust in Christ, is that it? Do we just sit back, secure in the knowledge that God accepts us? 

• Not according to Paul. His desire is "to know Christ" (v10). The word "know" here doesn't just mean "to be acquainted with"; it means "to become like". We can see that from the way Paul continues: "I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death ... " 

TO "KNOW CHRIST" WE MUST REALIZE WE ARE NOT THE FINISHED ARTICLE 

• Even Paul, arguably the greatest Christian who ever lived, never claims to be perfect (vv12-13: "Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect ... I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it..."). 

APPLICATION

Beware of any Christian - or any teaching - that says you can be a perfect Christian here and now. We should be satisfied with Christ, but dissatisfied with the imperfection of our Christian life. Paul's dissatisfaction with his own Christian life drives him to know Christ better. Are then any times when we have been reminded by God that we had a lot to learn?

TO "KNOW CHRIST" WE MUST BE SINGLE-MINDED 

• There is "one thing I do", says Paul (v13): he forgets "what is behind" and strains towards "what is ahead". 

APPLICATION

There are two dangers when we look back at our past: we can either become paralysed by regret because of past experiences; or we can become complacent if we rest on past triumphs. But Paul refuses to allow his past to catch up with him like that. He stays focused on "what is ahead". 

TO "KNOW CHRIST" WE MUST BE DISCIPLINED 

• Paul speaks in very physical, strenuous language, as if he's an athlete training for the Olympics (vv12-14: "I press on ... straining towards what is ahead ... I press on towards the goaL .. "). 

• There's no "let go and let God" mentality with Paul. No "stop trying and start trusting" (though of course, Paul knows it's not all about our effort). He knows that if he wants to know Christ, if he wants to become like him, it will require continuous effort. 

APPLICATION

Have you found it difficult to set aside the time to do your daily Bible reading? Have other things got in the way of being at church or Home Group? We need to be convinced that knowing Christ is the most important thing, if we are to be strong enough to turn off the TV and open our Bibles. 

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

In you own words, what is the “one thing” Paul does (vv 12-14) and why?

From verses 12 -16 what might hinder us fro pressing on? What should encourage us to keep pressing on?

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

WEEK 12   Philippians 3:17 - 4:1   Knowing Christ (2)

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

OPENING 

Read the Bible passage

·  Paul wants to know the power that raised Jesus from the dead in his own life. Its amazing to think that the same divine force that raised Jesus can be at work in us.

·  There are differences in the ‘game plan’ of Christians and “enemies of the cross” in terms of their goals and destinies

TO “KNOW CHRIST’ WE MUST SET OUR HEARTS ON HEAVEN

• Verses 18 and 19, describe those who live as "enemies of the cross of Christ". "Their mind is on earthly things"; in other words, they can't see beyond the here and now, and they only live for the present moment. But, says Paul, "our citizenship is in heaven" (v20). 

• To know Christ, we must understand that heaven is our home. We are called "heavenwards" (v14), we belong there (v20), our Saviour will return from there (v20), and he will transform "our lowly bodies" (v21) into glorious bodies that will spend eternity there. Keeping that heavenly perspective, says Paul, is "how you should stand firm in the Lord" (4:1). 

ILLUSTRATION Supposing we decided that our country was no longer worth living in, and we became convinced that Peru was the place to be. We receive our Peruvian citizenship, but must wait 6 months before we move there. What will we do in the meantime? We will not spend our time building up our attachment to our old country - extending our home, buying things that we will have to leave behind when we move, forming relationships that have no future. We will spend time getting ready to live in our new country - learning the language, the customs, the national anthem, the history - and we will think about and talk to each other about how marvellous it will be when we move there. 

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

In verse 16 Paul says “let us live up to what we have already attained”. The example of others can help us do this. Why is it important to choose the right role models? (v 17-19)

What are the sharp contrasts between the descriptions in verse 19 and those in verse 20-21?

What does it mean for your to know in the midst of daily life that your “citizenship is in heaven” and that Christ will return?

CONCLUSION

Knowing Christ should change the way we look at everything - our homes, our work, our relationships, what we spend our money on, what we give our time to. 

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

