WEEK 5   Philippians 1 :27-30   Standing Together in Christ   (1)

AIM

• To explain how we can conduct ourselves "in a manner worthy of the gospel" by standing firm together. 

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

Tell this story. 

John was walking across a bridge recently. He saw this man who looked like he was ready to jump off. "Don't jump!" John said. 

"Why not?" he said. "Nobody loves me." 

"God loves you," John said. "You believe in God, don't you?" 

"Yes, I believe in God," he said. 

"Good," John said. "What religion?" 

"Christian," he said. 

"Me, too!" John said. "What denomination?" 

"Baptist," he said. 

"Me, too!" John said. "Independent Baptist or Southern Baptist?" 

"Independent Baptist," he said. 

"Me, too!" John said. "Moderate Independent Baptist or Conservative Independent Baptist?" 

"Conservative Independent Baptist," he said. 

"Me, too!" John said. "Calvinistic Conservative Independent Baptist or Armenian Conservative Independent Baptist?" 

"Calvinistic Conservative Independent Baptist," he said. 

"Me, too!" John said. "Dispensational Premillennial Calvinistic Conservative Independent Baptist or Historical Premillennial Calvinistic Conservative Independent Baptist?" 

"Dispensational Premillennial Calvinistic Conservative Independent Baptist," he said. 

"Dispensational!" John said, and pushed him off. 

Some disagreements can be incredibly petty can't they? By contrast, look at what Paul says in verse 27: "stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel". 

OPENING 

Read the Bible passage

·  Worthy of the gospel (v27) does not imply we can make ourselves worthy to receive the gospel and salvation, but means that having been forgiven by God, we should live lives that are consistent with being his people.

·  Granted to you … to suffer for him (v29) - granted means given as a privilege. So Christian suffering, as well as faith, is a privilege! Note that the suffering Paul speaks of is explicitly Christian: it is as a result of “contending … for the faith of the gospel”.

STANDING TOGETHER FOR THE GOSPEL

• "For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him ... " (v29). If suffering is to be the normal experience of the Christian, how are we to conduct ourselves "in a manner worthy of the gospel", as Paul says we should in verse 27? 

• Paul insists that the only way to do it is by standing firm "in one spirit" and "as one man" - in other words, by standing firm together. He calls for unity again in chapter 2 verse 2: " ... make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose". 

• Why is it so important to stand together? Because it will enable these young Christians to stand without fear ("without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you") and this in itself will be a powerful sign to their opponents that God is on their side (v28). 

• How exactly can we stand together in this way? After all, if we're being honest and realistic about human relationships, we know that it is very difficult to be "one in spirit and purpose" with anyone!

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

According to Philippians 1: 27 what does is mean to conduct ourselves “in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ”?

What opportunities do you have to “contend” for the gospel by sharing your faith with others?

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

WEEK 6   Philippians 1 :27 - 2:11   Standing Together in Christ (2)

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

OPENING

Read the Bible passage

• The secret of standing together is revealed in verse 5: "Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus". 

• That means: considering others better than ourselves; setting privilege aside and becoming like servants. 

WE SHOULD CONSIDER OTHERS BETTER THAT OURSELVES

• We must not think of ourselves more highly than we ought, and we must not think of others as less important. 

• We must remember that everyone we meet has great value: they are made in the image of God, and Christ died for them. 

• God calls people from every nation to follow him. God's new community is supernatural: unlike human communities, it crosses all boundaries of race, class, income, education and geography. 

APPLICATION

Do we treat people with the same care Jesus did? Are we guilty of any sort of prejudice against other Christians?

WE SHOULD SET PRIVILEGE ASIDE

• This wonderful poem in v6-11 reminds us of Jesus' Identity as God and man (v6-8), his Mission to die on the cross (v8), and his Call that people follow him as Lord (v1 0-11 ). 

• Jesus is "in very nature God", and yet he deliberately "made himself nothing". He did not consider it worthwhile to stand up for his "rights", as he could have done. 

·  How might "rights" that might be better laid aside for the sake of Christ and the gospel. (e.g. the right to take a holiday every year, to own certain possessions, to get married.) 

APPLICATION 

Are we willing to make ourselves nothing so that we can stand together in Christ? 

WE SHOULD BECOME LIKE SERVANTS

• Literally, the word in verse 7 means "slave". Jesus made himself like a slave, even to the extent of dying for others. 

APPLICATION

Are we prepared to serve others, even if it costs us dearly? 

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

What does it mean to stand together, according to Paul in Philippians 2:2?

What will is mean in practice for us to “consider others better” than ourselves?

CONCLUSION

Paul concludes in verses 9-11 with a stunning image of the whole universe "together in Christ", worshipping the Lord. 

If we keep this image of the exalted Christ in mind our attitude will become more like his and we will be better able to stand as one man and in one spirit for the gospel. 

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

WEEK 7   Philippians 2:12-30   Transformed by Christ (1)

AIM 

• To explore what it means for people to "work out" their salvation and "hold out the word of life". 

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

OPENING 

Remind participants of what they've learned in previous weeks. 

Read the Bible passage

• Last week, Paul gave us a striking picture of Christ (2:6-11). And here, in verses 12-30, Paul tells the Philippians that they are to be transformed by that picture of radical self-sacrifice. 

• He urges them to do two things: firstly "work out your salvation"; and secondly "hold out the word of life". 

• Then he gives us a pen portrait of two men who've done just that. 

WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION

• "Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling ... " (v12). Notice that Paul doesn't say "work for" your salvation. He says "work out your salvation", which means that our salvation should display itself outwardly: it should have a visible, tangible effect on our lives. 

• We are able to "work out our salvation" because "it is God who works in [us] to will and to act according to his good purpose" (v13). We work out our salvation because God works in us. He enables us to do the things he calls us to do. 

·  Can anyone give an example of a Christian you know who was empowered by God to "will and to act according to his good purpose". 

APPLICATION

Are we testing the promise in verse 13 for ourselves by "working out our salvation", even if we don't feel we're able? 

Did you notice that Paul says they will need to obey God "not only in [Paul's] presence" but also in his absence (v12). How good are we at obedience when we are away from church, during the week, in the home or workplace?

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

In your own words what does Paul command in verse 12?

What does it mean in practice for us to work out our salvation in fear and trembling?

After the challenge of verse 12, why should Paul’s next words inspire confidence in his readers?

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

WEEK 8   Philippians 2:12-30   Transformed by Christ   (2)

INTRODUCTION

Does anyone have anything to share as a result of last week’s meeting?

OPENING 

Read the Bible passage

HOLD OUT THE WORD OF LIFE 

• In verse 16, Paul assumes that they will "hold out the word of life" (the Greek literally means "hold forth" or "offer"); they will be sharing the gospel with their lives and their lips. 

• The strength of our witness to others depends upon us doing "everything without complaining or arguing", being "blameless and pure" (v14-15). Do we sometimes give people a reason to ignore our witness because our lives are not "blameless"? 

ILLUSTRATION. One person I heard of used to go on business trips with married men who called themselves Christians. And he said that he watched these men going from the brothel on Saturday night to church on Sunday morning. And what he said was: "I did not go to the brothel with them and I didn't go to church with them either. " 

• If we do live "blameless and pure" lives, then we will "shine like stars" in the midst of what Paul calls "a crooked and depraved generation" (v15). 

APPLICATION

How much do we really stand out from others who are not "children of God" (v15)? And if we do stand out, is it for the right reasons? Is it because we're holding out the word of life and living "blameless" lives? 

TWO PEOPLE TRANSFORMED BY CHRIST

• Paul then gives us a glimpse of two people who've been transformed by Christ in just this way: Timothy and Epaphroditus. 

ILLUSTRATION, It can be difficult writing job references for people, especially if they've not been very good employees. You're desperately trying to write the truth without being too hurtful. One of my favourite references for a departing employee was this one: "I am sure he will join your company as he leaves ours: fired with enthusiasm." Or what about this one: "You will be very fortunate if you can get this man to work for you." 

• Timothy and Epaphroditus worked with Paul for some time. Let me read you Paul's job references for them. 

Read aloud Paul's description of Timothy (vv 19-24). 

• Timothy's interests are the interests "of Jesus Christ" (v21). That means taking "a genuine interest" in the welfare of others (v19), and serving together "in the work of the gospel" (v22). 

Read aloud Paul's description of Epaphroditus (vv 25-30). 

• How might we speak of a Christian friend who had nearly burned themselves out in their efforts for the gospel? Perhaps we'd say they were naive, careless, or even stupid. How does Paul describe Epaphroditus, a man who "almost died for the work of Christ" (v30)? "Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honour men like him ... " (v29). 

QUESTIONS

Was there anything you didn’t understand, disagree with, or found particularly interesting?

In what ways are you aware of God transforming you or other Christians you know?

According to verses 15 & 16, what makes us “shine like stars”?

Which do you think is more necessary: to tell people the gospel or to live a godly life among them? Why?

CONCLUSION 

When others look at our lives, do they see people like the ones Paul mentions in verse 21, those who look out for their own interests? Or do they see people like Timothy and Epaphroditus, whose self-sacrificial lives have been radically transformed by Christ? 

APPLICATION

How will what you have heard or learnt this week make a difference to your life?

PRAYER

